AP US Government and Politics Syllabus

AP US Government and Politics is designed as a one term course for a 4x4

block schedule with 90 minute daily periods. It is a college level course
examining the structures and processes of the American political system.
The purpose of the course is to analyze and evaluate varying viewpoints
of these structures and processes. The course will also prepare students for
the AP Exam.

Course Expectations
Students are expected to complete required reading prior to the date listed

in the syllabus. Questions for readings are included and intended as guided
reading for classroom discussion.

There are frequent writing assignments in this course, both in and out of
class. Writing assignments focus on synthesizing, evaluating, analyzing
and interpreting information from lectures, discussion, news sources and
readings. [CR7] [CRY]

Grading
This course is based upon total points; writing assignments are graded
using the AP U.S. Government free response rubric.

Texts

Edwards, George C. III, Martin P. Wattenberg, and Robert L. Linberry.
Government in America: People, Politics and Policy, 12" ed. New York:
Pearson, 2005.

Woll, Peter. American Governmeni: Readings and Cases. 17" ed. New
York: Longman, 2007.

Other Materials

Assigned and used in class are articles from current newspapers,
such as the NY Times, the Wall Street Jowrnal, the Boston Globe,
the Washington Times, news magazine excerpts from 7ime and
Newsweek; news footage from C-SPAN, CNN and Fox News;
numerous web sites. [Crs]

Handouts from various sources, both secondary and primary, will
supplement classroom instruction.

Page 1 of 10

CRT—The
sourse provides
students with
praciice in
analvzing and
interpreting data
and other
information

CR9—The
course Tequires
stodents to
answer analytical
and interpretive
free-response
questions on a
frequent basis.

CRS—The
course includes
supplemental
readings,
including
primary source
materials (such
as The Faderalist
Papers) and
contemporarny
news analyses,




Course Qutline

Unit I: Foundations of American Government (1.5 weeks)

Unit Goals: Students will understand and describe the following: the
historical background of the Constitution; the philosophy behind the
Constitution and the theories of American democracy; key concepts
underlying the Constitution, some of which are federalism, checks and
balances and separation of powers; the differing viewpoints of
Constitutional interpretation. [CR1]

Reading: Government in America: Chapters 1-3, pages 2-95.
American Government, Chapter 2, pages -73.
Handouts; Excerpts from John Locke, the Declaration of Independence,

the Articles of Confederation, the Constitution and the Federalist Papers.
[CRE]

Questioms:
Describe the three contemporary theories of American democracy.
What were the failures of the Articles of Confederation?

L

pragmatists?

4, 'What is a republican form of government and why did the framers utilize this

form of government?

5. What is a federal system and why did the framers create this system?
Compare and contrast dual federalism and cooperative federalism.

6. Describe checks and balances and separation of powers; what is their

purpose?
7. What is meant by the phrase, the Constitution is a living document?

Week One

Chapter Two, Government in America, pages 35-59.
Handouts: Locke and Declaration of Independence.

Day

Introduction. In the beginning Independence

Articles of Confederation and The Philadelphia Convention
Framing the Constitution and the Republic.

Federalists and Anti-Federalists.

Federalism and Its Constitutional base

S e LTI

Daily in-class assignments on thesis statements and thesis paragraphs.
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What motivated the framers of the Constitution? Were the framers idealists or







